
Dnr Pogl Soundingg

Qgy Pool  Soundingg is a movement work which observes acoust i ,c

interact ion between a highly direct ional  loudspeaker and the

performance spac9. The loudspeaker was developed under a re-

search grant to Composers Inside Electroni-cs f rom the Nat ional

Endowment For The Arts,  and the work i tsel f  was made in a resi-

dency at  Media Study/Buffalo,  a lso wi th support  of  the Nat ional

Endowment.

"Figur ing that,  i f  I  could pinpoint  a sound and aim i t ,  I  could

make moving sound images, I 've made a loudspeaker which produces

a beam of sound, much as a f i lm projector produces a beam of

l ight .  In test ing the speaker,  I  put  through i t  a cont inuous

train of  c l icks,  a imed the sound beam across the room, and

I istened.

Something wonderful  occured. An image of  the c l ick ing sound

appeared at  the other end of  the room, but there was also a new

sound: a c lear,  be1l-1ike pi tch located r ight  in my ear -  a re-

sponse from the room to the exci tat ion of  the sound beam.

Slowly moving the loudspeaker to direct  the beam around the

room, I  heard other pi tches. Searchi-ng in th is way, I  uncovered

a l i t t le scale -  a set  of  p i tches inherent in the space. The

room became a melody instrrrment.

In th is pi .ece, I  p lay the instrument that  is  th is space. Since

the phenomenon is posi t ion-dependent,  each of  us wi l l  hear his

or her own melody, a melody which is a funct ion not only of  the

room and my movement,  but  a lso of  your posi t ion in the room.

Moving images of  the sound should also be apparent."

From the program notes for
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